
  
 

Issue 21  www.sandiegocherokeecommunity.com                 December 1, 2010 
 

In this Issue: 
 

1.  Annual Picnic with the Chief Chad Smith an outstanding success 
 

2.  December 12th SDCC Community Meeting announced.  Plan to join us!  
 

3.  Five Volunteers step forward for the Council   
 

4.  Membership registration continues for 2011 
 
 
 

Annual Picnic with the Chief Chad Smith 
an Outstanding Success 

 
Thank you to all who attended the 2010 Fall Picnic.  It was an outstanding success with greater attendance 
that we might have ever had before.  Our tallies showed 88 local attendees, with 24 people having come out 
from Tahlequah.   
 
Thanks to the several volunteers to who showed up early to help the Tahlequah team with the cooking.  
These folks will be the instructors who will lead our cooking team next year.  Thanks also to those who 
showed up early, or were brought along by your spouses or mothers,  to help with the set up of all the tents,  
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cooking apparatus, chairs and tables.  It takes a village to stage a picnic like this, and we could not have 
done it on time without the efforts of so many people. 
 
Thanks to Phil Konstantin, Mona Oge, and Tracy Stout for providing the following pictures.  More pictures 
from the event can be found at:  www.americanindian.net/sdcc and 
http://picasaweb.google.com/TracyElizabeth/20101031CherokeePicnic10#  
 

 
Patrick Bea, member of the SDCC Council, 
and Ashley Kicklighter, our Youth Council 
advocate, staffed the registration table for a 
while.  The sign-in sheet and email 
addresses that you listed are often our only 
means of contacting Cherokees in Southern 
California with information about 
upcoming events.  The Cherokee Nation in 
Tahlequah has hundreds of mailing 
addresses for Cherokees living in our area, 
but due to strict observation of Privacy 
Policy, they cannot share those with us.  
Likewise, we do not release our mailing 
lists to anyone.  If you know any Cherokee 
citizens or non-registered Cherokee 
descendents in our area, please have them send an email to us at sandiegocherokeecommunity@yahoo.com 
so we can include them on our newsletter distribution. 
 
Members of the Cherokee Nation Youth Choir sang several songs in Cherokee, including the US National 
Anthem, which  was stirring. They have several CD’s of their songs, all in Cherokee, available on the 
www.choir.cherokee.org website.  This was one of the reminders that the Cherokee language is being 
revived, and the culture is being preserved.  That is Jackie Eagle on the crutches;  she is a Youth Council 
member back in Oklahoma, and twisted an ankle playing stickball at the picnic at Lake Perris the prior day.  
That picnic was hosted by our sister organization, the Cherokee Community of the Inland Empire, 
http://www.cherokeecommunityie.org/  which hold events in the Riverside area which are open to all 
Cherokee nation citizens and descendants. 
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Cherokee Nation Principal 
Chief Chad Smith gave his 
typical brief  remarks.  He 
has the tradition of only 
answering 3 questions at 
events like this,   so we need 
to select our questions 
carefully to keep him talking 
longer.     One of Chad’s 
stories was that a quiet 
milestone was achieved 
recently, which was support 
of the Cherokee font on the 
iPhone.  Now kids who are 
fluent in the Cherokee 
language can text their 
friends in the Cherokee 
syllabary.  Chad noted that 
the attractive advantage for 
kids to do this is that their 
parents probably will not be 
able to read what they have 
written.  This milestone has 
been the result of a long 
effort by the CN working with Apple, to get the Cherokee alphabet supported on the iPhone.  The subtle 
but profound result is that young people will use the Cherokee language and alphabet in their daily text 
messages with their friends, and further assure that the Cherokee language and heritage is not lost as has 
happened in many other Native American cultures.  We will run a detailed article on this topic in a future 
newsletter.  The impact of this subtle milestone on the preservation of our culture can be profound. 
 

 
 

Julia Coates added her greetings 
to picnic attendees.  Julia is an 
At-Large Representative on the 
Cherokee Nation Council, and is 
our representative for issues that 
affect us out here.  She 
encouraged all of our Cherokee 
Citizens, who are registered 
members of the Cherokee Nation, 
to exercise our right to vote in the 
CN elections.  The next election 
comes up next summer and will 
include voting for the next 
Principal Chief and other major 
leadership roles, as well as 
whatever other initiatives are on 
the ballot.  Some issues on the 
ballot might directly affect those 
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of us living outside the 14 counties in Oklahoma,  such as California, so be on watch for those.  More 
information on all the issues confronting the Cherokee Nation are always available on the CN’s excellent 
website at www.cherokee.org .  You do need to register to be able to vote.  Watch for the voter registration 
form and process in a future SDCC Newsletter. 
 
Julia also is the instructor for the Cherokee Nation History Class, which we encourage everyone to attend 
whenever it is presented in a location near you.  Understanding the history of the Cherokee Nation is a 
profound and motivating experience in understanding your Cherokee heritage.  Julia taught one of these 
classes on the UCSD campus in 2007 that eventually gave rise to our local Cherokee Community.  There 
was such a class presented in San Diego a few months ago, so the next one in San Diego will be a couple 
years from now.  There will be History Class presented in Riverside early next year on February 19 and 20,  
and March 5 and 6.  We will include more information on this History Class in future newsletters, and you 
can usually monitor these plans on the www.cherokee.org website. 
 
Julia has been a strong supporter of our Community, and it was through her efforts that we were originally 
founded and supported by the CN.  She lives in Northern California near UC Davis where she teaches. 
 
An unexpected treat at the picnic was provided through the efforts of  Dennis Schieffer, 
Executive Director of Valley Oaks Ranch,  an adoption and foster home agency for Native American 
children in the San Diego area.  He says “As we are surrounded by 29 reservations, we have enjoyed a 
close working relationship with several tribes and have cared for their children while in foster care.  
Additionally, we care for urban children from out of state tribes.  We honor the ICWA and do our best to 
keep the children connected to their extended family, tribe, customs and traditions.   We are a Foster 
Family Agency licensed to place children into our foster homes in San Diego, Riverside, Orange and San 
Bernardino counties out here in California.  Today, we have 57 foster homes and 89 children in 
placement.  We are currently stepping up our recruitment efforts for Native foster homes in this area.  As a 
good example of keeping a child connected to their culture, <at the SDCC picnic>  foster/adoptive mother, 
Karen Barnes, from the San Pasqual tribe in San Diego county and her adoptive Cherokee son and Native 
guardianship daughter presented a decorative gourd to Principal Chief Chad Smith during the picnic. “  
 
When the lad started to squirm, Chad took the boy into his arms for the duration of the presentation.  He 
then shared the gift with Cherokee Nation First Lady, Bobby Smith. 
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If you would like more information on the  efforts of  Valley Oaks Ranch in their work to place Native 
American kids in foster homes, including Cherokee youths, please contact Dennis at: 
dennis@valleyoaksffa.org  
 
Fried hog, boiled beans, and fry bread for over 100 people take a lot of work behind the scenes.  We are 
very appreciative of the work and good spirit of Joe Radecker, shown here in the not-so-elegant task of 
scrubbing the rust out of the pots, 
 

 
 

 
and Mona Oge, shown here (center) with her Tahlequah partners cooking up the fry bread. 
 
 

 
 

Not shown here is Mona’s husband, OJ, who put in a lot of work setting up and tearing down all 
the equipment.  Wado, OJ. 
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In their traditional dress,   Miss Cherokee, Brook Hudson, and our own Etta Miller. 
Brook won the title in September, based in part on her presentation of her campaign 
platform of Cherokee health and fitness.  She demonstrated her commitment to that 
platform as a vigorous participant in our stickball game.  She also rode in the recent 930 
mile bicycle trek along the Trail of Tears.  You can find several articles about her starting 
with http://www.cherokee.org/NewsRoom/FullStory/3339/Page/Default.aspx  on the 
www.cherokee.org website.  You can meet Etta Miller in person at the December 12th 
meeting of the San Diego Cherokee Community.  Etta is one of the new members of our 
Council. 
 
A new attraction at our picnic this year was the presentation by Tim Grayson on flint 
napping:  how our ancestors fashioned arrow and spear heads by carefully chipping away 
the edges of pieces of flint with a tool made from a deer antler.  Tim was very careful to 
protect his hand with a thick piece of leather against the sharp edges of the flint. 
 
Shown below are samples that Tim brought of arrow heads, spear points, and cutting 
tools used for such things as scraping animal skins to make leather. 
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Tim’s demonstration attracted a steady stream of onlookers.  A flint napping demo is also 
part of the Indian Village tour at the Cherokee Heritage Center if you are ever back in 
Tahlequah.  It is an excellent tour for young folks to understand what it must have been 
like back in the past. 
 

 
 
 
Local Channel 10 sent a reporter to interview Chad.  Did anyone see his interview on 
television, or on You-tube?  Let us know. 
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The annual Stickball game was well attended.  The objective is to throw or sling the ball 
to hit the fish on top of the pole.  It doesn’t look easy, and it is not as easy as it looks. 
 
The annual raffle included CD’s of the Choir’s music, license plate frames, hats, and 
some other stuff.  The Finale was the Cherokee blanket donated by the Cherokee Nation 
which includes the syllabary and a photo of the original 1888 Cherokee Female  

 
 
Seminary,   where Oklahoma’s  Northeastern State University now sits.   Tracy Stout 
happily took that prize home. 
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December 12th SDCC Community Meeting announced.  Plan to join us! 
 
Many people asked when the next SDCC event will be.  We have chosen Sunday, December 12th 
for the next Community event, starting at 1:00.  This is a busy season with many holiday activities 
on people’s calendars, so we hope you can squeeze this in.  We are still working on a location and 
will announce that in a few days.  The meeting will include lunch and beverages provided by the 
Council, and we ask everyone to bring a dessert to share on the dessert bar. 
 
The program will focus on the Cherokee Syllabary and how to write your name in Cherokee.  In 
most cases today, this will be a phonetic rendering of your name.  Once you have determined how 
to write your name in Cherokee characters, we will have paints available so you can paint it on 
leather or on a feather depending on your degree of craftsmanship.  We will have several examples 

of 

Cherokee feather painting that George picked up the Cherokee Gift Shop on 
his last trip to Tahlequah, and these will be given away as raffle prizes.   
 

Please join us for a fun afternoon, a quick study of the Cherokee Syllabary, and a chance to meet 
our new Council Members. 
 

 
Volunteers Step Forward for the Council  
 
We were elated to have 5 new volunteers to serve on the SDCC Council.  Those new members are 
Pam Hightower, Mona Oge, Jennifer Parramore, Etta Miller, and Joe Radecker.  Some of the 
Council positions are as “voting” members, in accordance with our By-Laws.  Others are as a non-
voting Associate Council positions to allow more people to participate, but since all of our 
decisions have been by unanimous consensus, everyone has equal influence.   
 
Our By-Laws also stipulate that council members may only serve two consecutive terms as voting 
council members before sitting out for at least a year.  With the creation of Associate Council 
positions , we expect our active council members to be able to contribute to Community event 
planning, even during the years when they are not able to officially vote. 
 
As a result of our expanded Council membership, we look forward to being able to provide more 
services and events for Community Members, with greater organization and content.  We look 
forward to an outstanding year in 2011.  Come out to the December 12th Community meeting and 
meet these folks.    
                                 Wado, George Lynch, Newsletter Editor. 
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Membership registration continues for 2011 
If you have not joined the Community for 2011, please fill out the application below and mail your check 
for $10 for Individuals or $15 for multiple family members living at the same address to SDCC, PO Box 
504453, San Diego, CA, 92150-4453.  The Membership Year is from May 1 through April 30th.  Your dues 
payment now will carry you through April 30th, 2012. 
 

San Diego Cherokee Community (SDCC) 
Membership Form 

Date: _____________ 
 
NAME: _________________________________________________________________ 
                       First                         Middle Initial                    Last 
If you are renewing and your contact information has not changed, check here  __ and mail us the 
form with your check.  Fill in the rest of the form only where changes have occurred. 
 
MAILING ADDRESS;_____________________________________________________ 
                                            Street Address & Apt. # or Post Office Box # 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
          City                                                     State                                       Zip 
 
TELEPHONE #:__________________    E-MAIL:______________________________ 
 
Do you want to be listed in a SDCC membership directory?   Yes________   No_______ 
How do you prefer to receive the SDCC newsletter?  E-Mail_________ Postal Mail____ 
 
Names of other household members over 18 at the same address to be added to the SDCC Roster 
of Members: 
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
 
__________________________________     ___________________________________ 
 
CHEROKEE AFFILIATION (Check One): 
Cherokee Nation  ___________  Registration #__________________ 
United Keetoowah Band ___________  Registration #__________________ 
Eastern Band of Cherokee ___________  Registration #__________________ 
Cherokee Descent, Unregistered ___________  Other (Explain)_________________ 
 
Topics you would recommend for future SDCC Community Meetings?    __________________  
 
 
 

 


